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The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 

l i fet ime cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo 

by Mr James Ashton. Mr Ashton had a 

long and dis t inguished polo p lay ing career 

that culminated in a handicap of 4 goa ls. 

Mr Ashton enjoyed cons iderable on-f ie ld 

success, w inning many major tournaments 

around Aust ra l ia as wel l as p lay ing 

ex tens ive ly overseas.

Mr Ashton’s cont r ibu t ion to the spor t is 

a lso measured by h is cons iderable ef for t s 

to develop the spor t through adminis t rat ive 

ro les inc luding Pres ident of the NSWPA 

(1994-96 ) and Aust ra l ian Polo Counci l 

(1999-2002). 

Mr Ashton represented Aust ra l ia as a 
delegate to the Federat ion of In ternat iona l 
Polo ( F IP) where he became t reasurer. 
Mr Ashton was bestowed the h ighest 
accolade in wor ld polo adminis t rat ion 
becoming Pres ident e lect of F IP shor t ly 
before h is unt imely death.

Mr. Ashton not only fos tered the 
development of the game at the e l i te leve l 
a round the wor ld, bu t was a lso a great 
suppor ter of ‘grass roots’ polo. 

Dur ing h is long career, Mr Ashton int roduced 
count less p layers to the spor t and made t ime 
for ever yone who sought h is counsel. 

Mr Ashton w i l l  forever be regarded a semina l 
f igure in Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.

MR JAMES ASHTON
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MR JIM MACGINLEY

The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 
l i fet ime cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of 
polo by Mr Jim MacGin ley. 

A long and dis t inguished polo career 
culminated in a handicap of 8 goa ls.

Mr MacGin ley was regarded to have 
s igni f icant ly in f luenced a change in the 
s t ructure of p lay in Aust ra l ia fo l low ing 
his return f rom a play ing s t in t in the 
Uni ted States. 

Mr MacGinley played wi th and against the 
wor ld’s best p layers of h is t ime and was 
held in the h ighest regard by teammates 
and opponents a l ike. Mr MacGinley was 

f irs t selected to play for Aust ra l ia in 1967, 

represented his count r y on 14 occas ions 

and was capta in in 13 of those games. 

Through his ce lebrated play ing career, 

Mr MacGin ley won most of Aust ra l ia’s 

major t rophies inc luding the Aust ra las ian 

Gold Cup (5), Easter Gold Cup (5), Nor thern 

Challenge Cup and many signi f icant t rophies 

in the US. 

Dur ing a l i fet ime in polo, Mr. MacGinley has 

cont inued to shape and inf luence the spor t 

through coaching, as wel l as developing 

young players and horses.

Mr MacGin ley w i l l  forever be regarded a 

semina l f igure in Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.
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The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 
l i fet ime cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo 
by Mr Ken Tel ford. 

Mr Tel ford’s long and dis t inguished polo 
career culminated in a handicap of 7 goa ls 
as wel l as recogni t ion by h is peers as one 
of the f ines t p layers in the count r y.

Mr Tel ford was regarded as one of the 
great ana lys t s of the game and was a 
dominant f igure in the spor t dur ing h is 
years at the top.

A gi f ted spor t sman, Mr Tel ford p layed wi th 
and aga ins t the best p layers of h is t ime 
and was cons idered wi thout peer in many 
aspects of the game.

Mr Tel ford was f i rs t se lected for 

Aust ra l ia in 1957, represented his 

countr y on f ive occasions and captained 

the team tw ice.

He won the QLD Gold Cup 10 t imes, 

Easter Gold Cup 4 t imes ; the Nor thern 

Cha l lenge Cup and the Aust ra las ian 

Gold Cup. 

Dur ing and fo l low ing his p lay ing career, 

Mr Telford cont inued to shape and inf luence 

the spor t, coaching and developing young 

players and in the game’s adminis t rat ion.

Mr Telford wil l forever be regarded a seminal 

f igure in Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.

MR KEN TELFORD
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MR PETER CUDMORE

The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 
l i fet ime cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo 
by Mr Peter Cudmore. 

Mr Cudmore's long and dist inguished polo 
career culminated in a handicap of 7 goals.

Mr Cudmore was one of the dominant 
f igures in Aust ra l ian polo dur ing h is 
ce lebrated career, w inning most of the 
major t rophies inc luding the Countess of 
Dudley Cup (10), Aust ra lasian Gold Cup (3 ) 
and Easter Gold Cup (5). 

Mr Cudmore was a lso se lected to represent 
Aust ra l ia on at leas t 8 occas ions, p lay ing 
h is f i r s t game in nat iona l colors in 1962.

Mr Cudmore played wi th and aga ins t the 
best players of his t ime and was considered 
wi thout peer in the back pos i t ion. 

Dur ing and fo l low ing his p lay ing 
career, Mr Cudmore cont inued to 
shape and inf luence the spor t through 
coaching, developing young players 
and in adminis t rat ion.

Mr Cudmore was the Pres ident of the 
NSWPA in 1983-84, a delegate for many 
years and his cont r ibu t ion to the spor t, 
both on and of f the f ie ld, was immense.

Mr Cudmore w i l l  forever be regarded a 
semina l f igure in Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.
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THE ASHTON BROTHERS

The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 
cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo by the 
Ashton Brothers : James, Phi l ip, Rober t 
and Geof f. 

Dur ing the 1920’s and ‘30’s th is team 
of four brothers f rom Goulburn dominated 
Aust ra l ian polo and then took on the best 
in England and the Uni ted States. 

Their most notable achievements were two 
tours to the UK and the USA in the 1930’s, 
the f i r s t of the i r k ind under taken. 

Tak ing the i r own s t r ing of ponies, the 
brothers enjoyed outs tanding success 
and were feted in both count r ies for their 
dashing s t y le of p lay. 

In Aust ra l ia, dur ing the years 1929-39 

the team was unbeaten but once, and 

then only af ter g iv ing a 14 goa l s ta r t 

and los ing 14-15.

Regarded as great s t rategis t s, the 

brothers were held in h igh regard 

by a l l t hey p layed; each a f ine p layer 

and v i r tua l l y unbeatable as a team. 

Their stor y is one of the most colour ful 

chapters in the spor t ’s histor y and their 

legacy has resounded for generat ions. 

The cont r ibut ion of the Ashton Brothers 

should r ight ly be indel ib ly marked in 

Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.
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The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the 
l i fet ime cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo 
by Mr Sinc la i r Hi l l. 

Mr Hi l l ’s d is t inguished polo career 
culminated in a handicap of 10 goa ls.

Mr Hi l l played wi th and against the wor ld’s 
best p layers of h is t ime and was held in
the h ighest regard by both teammates 
and opponents. 

Mr Hi l l was f irs t selected to play for Aust ra l ia 
in 1962, represented Aust ra l ia 14 t imes, 
capta in ing the team in each game. 

Mr Hi l l was the dominant f igure in Aust ra l ian 
polo for many years wi th mul t iple wins in the 

Countess of Dudley Cup (8 ), Aust ra lasian 
Gold Cup (8 ), Easter Gold Cup (7 ), 
Queens land Gold Cup (3 ) and Nor thern 
Cha l lenge Cup (8 ).

Mr Hi l l a lso competed ex tensively overseas 
play ing the wor ld’s best in Argent ina, Uni ted 
States and the Uni ted K ingdom.

Dur ing a l i fet ime in polo, Mr Hi l l  in f luenced 
the spor t through coaching, developing young 
players and horses, and in administrat ion wi th 
the NSWPA and the APC. 

Mr Hi l l  w i l l  be forever regarded a semina l 
f igure in Aust ra l ian polo h is tor y.

MR SINCLAIR HILL AM OBE

The achievement of a 10 goa l handicap, s igni f icant success in major tournaments and 
wider cont r ibu t ion to the adminis t rat ion and development of the game, war rant recogni t ion

as an immor ta l of the spor t.
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MR BOB SKENE

The APF Ha l l of Fame recognises the l i fet ime 
cont r ibu t ion to the spor t of polo by Mr Bob 
Skene. Mr Skene’s outs tanding polo career 
culminated in a 10 goa l handicap - which he 
held for 18 years. 

Mr Skene was not only one of Aust ra l ia’s 
f ines t p layers, bu t a lso one of the wor ld’s 
a l l-t ime greats. 

A founding inductee of the US Polo Ha l l 
of Fame, Mr Skene is a lso recognised in 
the Spor t Aust ra l ia Ha l l of Fame and 
lauded in the Uni ted K ingdom. 

A l though play ing h is format ive polo in 
Aust ra l ia and India, Mr Skene’s abi l i t y was 
soon recognised abroad and he began 
play ing in England and the Uni ted States.

A burgeoning polo career and was interrupted 
for 9 years by WW2, dur ing which t ime 
Mr Skene spent 3 years in the notor ious 
Changi Pr ison Camp. Af ter the war, Mr Skene 
resumed his career within 6 months had 
reached 9 goals. In 1951 he made 10 goals. 

In a career of many f i rs t s, Mr Skene most 
notably was the f i r s t fore igner to p lay for 
an Argent ine team in the Argent ine Open – 
which he won tw ice. Other major v ic tor ies 
inc lude 3 US Opens, 4 Paci f ic Coast Opens 
and the Mont y Waterbur y Cup.

Through a l i fet ime in polo, Mr Skene 
cont inued to in f luence the spor t through 
coaching and adminis t rat ion, most ly at the 
Santa Barbara Polo Club in Ca l i forn ia.

Mr Skene’s ex t raordinar y achievements and s igni f icant cont r ibu t ion to polo war rant fur ther 
recogni t ion as an immor ta l of the spor t.


