The Muswellbrook Cup

By Billy Bishop

E Reg White would have been interested when his latter-day family members, Anto and Will White, took the field together with Frank Bragg and Jack Archibald to do battle with co-Hunter Valley players Al Stafford, Ed Archibald Dave Bettington and Bill Bishop in the final of the lightly-played – for Muswellbrook Cup, last played for, in fact, at the 1990 Muswellbrook Centenary match.
E Reg White was a founding member of Muswellbrook polo club who went on to become a star who played for 40 years, until, the early 1930’s.
For the 2008 Final, played between the Light Blues and the White Team, some of the Muswellbrook luminaries such as John and Jacqui Bell and John Gilder turned out on Sunday 18th May to watch proceedings, and at the close of play, present the Trophy to the winning white team.
The teams that presented prior to the Final were the whites captained by Anto White at no. 4, Will White at 3, Jack Archibald at no.2 and Frank Bragg at no. 1, while the light blues were led by Ed Archibald at no. 4, David Bettington at no. 3 , with Al Stafford at no. 2 and Bill Bishop at no. 1
A partisan crowd saw Umpire Sam Gunn throw-in the ball at the start and blues skipper Anto White potted 3 goals in the first chukka, with the white team not able to find the posts, despite some promising probing plays.
During the second chukka Anto White again scored and the scoreboard read 4 – 0 by half time. Ed Archibald the white team skipper was being closely – attended by the blue team centres, Will White and Jack Archibald during this period, and this was tending to blunt the white team attack, as white 2 and 3 , Al Stafford and Dave Bettington kept working and hunting for the ball.
The 3rd chukka saw light blue no. 1 Frank Bragg put away a nice goal to bring the score to 5-0 to the light blues, with several sorties by the white team unable to finish off with a score, and the blues just had to keep the door closed and the pressure on.
In the 4th and final chukka the white team opened their account with a penalty goal from Al Stafford, and while still trailing, the whites fought back in several good runs which they were unable to finish off, and the final bell sounded with the light blue team team running out winners of the Muswellbrook Cup by 6 goals to 1.
The prize-giving featured punchy reminiscences by John Gilder and John Bell about the Muswellbrook Club of old, which had covered itself in glory prior to World War One, and the club’s common heritage with today’s Scone Polo Club.
 
