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COUNTRY POLO AT ITS BEST

at jemalong

2009 Autumn Tournament

Saturday 2nd May & Sunday 3rd May 2009

The excitement and adrenaline of one of the world's fastest growing spectator sports will be on display during the first weekend of May in the exquisite bush setting of the Lachlan Valley near Forbes. 

Jemalong Polo Club is hosting its 27th annual autumn polo tournament, sponsored by Goulburn Valley Equine Hospital.

A family-friendly event with free entry for spectators, the polo tournament attracts international and local players. 

Teams from across the state, including Millamolong, Gundalong, Goulburn, Garangula and Sydney, will compete with Jemalong in 12 goal, 6 goal and 2 goal matches.

Families are welcome to bring their own picnic or buy food provided by Corinella P&C, the energetic small farming community south west of Forbes. Jemalong Polo Club will be running a bar during the weekend. Children will revel reaching for the sky on Sunday's jumping castle, sponsored by Adair Aviation

An innovative feature of this year's tournament is the Mitavite Polo Pony Race, a 450-metre flat race for polo ponies and riders racing for $500 in prizes.

The Champagne Cork Divot Stomp, between matches, is sponsored by country NSW's own Style magazine.

The NSW Farmers' Association is sponsoring the Club's annual dinner dance on Saturday evening, 2nd May, beginning at 7.00 pm with tickets at $30 a head. There is a sausage sizzle for children and a bar for adults. Tickets may be bought in advance by telephoning Julie Black (02 6857 4277) or buying them during the day at the polo.

Sunday will see marquees on the lawns, showcasing local products and businesses, including the sun-drenched luscious lime products of Narromine's Lime Grove, the beautifully handcrafted saddles and riding tack of Dubbo's John Lordan Saddles, Gibson Grove's olives and silky oils grown at Forbes and Shine skin products from Corinella. 

The club is grateful for the support of its sponsors, including Landmark and Pro-Ag. Without them, this annual event that helps bind together the community, town and country, businesses and families, would not be the special day it is.

Jemalong Polo Club is approximately 35 kilometres from Forbes on the South Condobolin Road (Lachlan Valley Way). The gates open each day at 10.00 am. All are welcome.

The superbly maintained polo fields with stately avenues of shady refuge and immaculate green lawns are in excellent condition and, with the recent rain, the district's farmers and businesses are feeling optimistic.

for further information, please contact Julie Black at 

The Cottage, “Riversleigh” Forbes NSW 2871

T: 02 68574277 F: 02 68574276 M: 0417 979 476 

E: jablack@bigpond.com
16 April 2009

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

jemalong polo club

John Dieter Kahlbetzer of Twynam Agricultural Group established Jemalong Polo Club in 1982 on the historic Jemalong Station in Forbes, New South Wales. His two sons, Johnny and Markus, both play for the club. 

Johnny Kahlbetzer is the club president. He is available for telephone interviews through Julie Black, telephone 02 6857 4277.

The club is committed to being a family-oriented club and is working to break down the traditional association of social and economic exclusivity, inevitable with the expense involved in playing at a serious level. 

The club remains true to the game of polo's humble origins in Australia – when a group of farmers who were working their horses would contact their mates and have a match. Banjo Patterson's 'Geebung Polo Club' immortalized this.

Jemalong Polo Club opens its doors to those who want to participate in the game itself, to those who want to know more about this 'galloping game' and to families and friends who are seeking a relaxed picnic day in the country.

In 2008 Jemalong Polo Club won Australia's oldest and most prestigious polo tournament for the second year in a row, the Countess of Dudley Cup, which determines the premier club in NSW. The 2009 Countess of Dudley Cup will be held 22 to 24 May at Windsor.

polo in australia

Polo is a very straightforward spectator sport. The essence of the game is teamwork and each polo team has four riders and their mounts. 

In recent years, the growth of this exciting game of skill and tactics for players of all ages has been substantial. Young urban professionals captivated by the excitement and adrenaline of the sport and lured by the tranquil and often exquisite bush settings of country polo are embracing this fastest ball game. 

In the Australian countryside, polo remains true to its origins of 'come one, come all' and is part of the glue that holds communities and towns together.

Today polo is an active sport in 77 countries with the top playing countries including Australia, Argentina, USA, England and New Zealand and one of the fastest growing spectator sports. It is unique among team sports in that amateur players, often the team patrons, routinely hire and play alongside the sport's top professionals. 

goulburn valley equine hospital

Goulburn Valley Equine Hospital, north of Shepparton on the Goulburn Valley Highway in central Victoria, is a centre for routine and specialist care of horses. 

It routinely attracts cases from Victoria and central and southern New South Wales. Highly regarded as a referral centre for many veterinarians with difficult or unusual cases, horses also travel from Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Western Australia and New Zealand for treatment.

Established in 1988 by Jim Vasey and Angus McKinnon an 85 acre irrigated farm (now extended by another 200 acres), it performed over 100 surgeries under general anaesthesia and over 14 horses were radiographed.

The practice services around 2500 broodmares (65:35 thoroughbred and standardbred) for routine work. It holds semen from over 250 stallions and over 220 embryo transfers were performed last year.

Website: www.gvequine.com.au/
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