FROM THE BOARD

To all club secretaries and members: Please distribute as widely as
possible amongst members and parties interested in polo.

SUMMARY NSWPA BOARD MEETING 7th SEPTEMBER 2012


A well attended meeting of the NSWPA Board was held on Friday 7th September focussing mainly on the 2013 Calendar, draft NSWPA Constitution and Safety Issues.

Safety Officers: The draft checklist form has been distributed and some comment has been received back. The checklist is a Guide and while ideally all items should be checked off some clubs may not yet have some things in place and that should be noted.

Clubs are welcome to send feedback & thoughts on how the form might be improved to Suzie. 


Minimum Standards of Medical Assistance at Tournaments: The following
definition was tabled from the Australian Rules of Polo: A first aid qualification means having attended and completed at a minimum, a (Workplace Level 2) Senior First Aid Course covering CPR from a Nationally Registered Training Organisation (RTO), and completed such post-training refresher courses as are required to maintain a current attendance certificate.' As long as someone with this minimum qualification is in attendance that is adequate for compliance purposes. Training can be done through an organisation such as St Johns.

Financials: Treasurer Sam Ballas confirmed that NSWPA had had a satisfactory trading year and the accounts are being finalised ready for the audit. It was agreed to give Scone Polo Club $1200 to assist with expenses in running the Scone Junior Polo School this year.

Resignation of Wallace Ashton: At this stage, Wallace Ashton stood up and announced his resignation from the Board. He felt his current views on several matters were not in line with the majority of the Board. He will now be the delegate for the Goulburn Polo Club. Wallace then left the meeting.

Calendar 2013: A draft calendar was presented and there was much discussion about black type tournaments and fitting in with other States’ major tournaments. Adam Marshall moved that NSWPA outline to clubs the Calendar system in place regarding black type tournaments and, since many clubs had not advised their dates by the published deadline, to extend the date for Clubs to nominate their tournament & black type event to Monday 17th September to and these to be sent to the zone calendar reps who are:
North: James Simson
South - Wallace Ashton
Hawkesbury - Dick Doolin/Julie McIntosh.
If nothing is received from a club by 17th September, NSWPA will allocate a date. In later discussion this was further extended to Friday Sept 21st
A draft Calendar will be issued well before the AGM.

Strategic Plan: The Strategic Plan was reviewed. The Directors did not see any reason to make major changes to the plan at this stage.

NSWPA Constitution:
In response to concerns expressed by some over the level of control which the APF may have over NSWPA, it was proposed that NSWPA writes to APF regarding the APF Board Charter and clarification on issues such as governance, budgeting and the APF's roles and functions. Jenny Herz and Stephen Philip will draft a letter for this.

Regarding the draft NSWPA Constitution, it was moved that subject to some small changes as discussed and final comment from Lander & Rogers, the Board put this new Constitution forward for consideration at NSWPA's AGM in October 2012.

2012 AGM date: the date agreed on was Wednesday 24th October, 10am.

APF Safety Testing Policy: Joe Curran updated the Board on the draft APF Safety Testing Policy relating to alcohol and drugs which has been modified after consideration of the HPA model. While this has taken some time it is important as a duty of care that a policy is adopted in a form which can easily be implemented and it would now appear that from 2013 onwards it will be possible to conduct random testing.

 NSW Sport & Rec Directors Course: Adam Marshall attended this course and reported this was a useful day with some very good material relating to good leadership, tight management of meetings, a focus on strategy and 'why are we here'. He will prepare a brief report for the Board.

NSWPA Signing of APF Agency Agreement: it was agreed that 2 directors of NSWPA sign this document which ensures that the states and clubs are properly covered by the hold harmless agreement each player signs online.

Next Board Meeting Date: The AGM on Wednesday 24th October at Sydney Olympic Park will be followed by a Board Meeting and club delegates or individuals are welcome to submit any comments or proposals for consideration at the Board meeting to Suzie at least 5 days before.

Regards,

Ian McDuie
President
